Executive Board teleconference minutes
October 21, 2008

A regular teleconference of the executive board of the Montana Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society was called to order by president Ann Fischer on October 21, 2008.  Those in attendance were Heidi Brewer, Tom Pick, Kit Sutherland, Dick Scheetz, Jane Holzer, Holly Sessoms, Angel Rosario, Valerie Oksendahl and Joyce Trevithick.

September minutes:  The approval of the September executive board minutes will be on hold until corrections are made. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jane Holzer provided the following report.

$860.00 summer meeting income

$954.00 summer meeting expense

$1,921.82 checking account balance

$5,663.33 DA Davidson savings account balance

$41,394.04 DA Davidson investment in mutual funds and CD’s

Old Business:  

a. Election of Officers – Tom Pick reported the election committee had met.  The positions up for election are president elect, secretary and treasurer.  Incumbents Jane Holzer and Stacy Eneboe will be contacted to see if they want to run again.  A slate of candidates will be developed and be contacted by November 12.  An article will be placed in the newsletter regarding the election.  The announcement will be made at the annual technical conference in January.

b. Soil painting kits – Tom reported no recent activity has occurred in recent months.  It was suggested to promote the soil painting kits to conservation districts.  It was also suggested to provide training on using the soil painting kits at the annual conference.
c. Endowment - Tom will send out a letter to the membership to encourage contributions.

d. Newsletter – the next newsletter will be issued in December.  The focus will be on soil quality and the CCC.  Please submit any articles and pictures you may have regarding the CCC and all other articles for issuance into the newsletter to Tommy Bass.

e. Soil Quality Technical Conference – Ann reported all speakers have been confirmed.  The conference will be held January 29 – 30 in Billings.  The Little Beaver Conservation District sponsored a 223 grant for assistance with the annual conference.  Val Oksendahl offered to represent the MT Chapter at the RCAC meeting when the 223 grant request was reviewed. 
f.  Booth Space at MACD - It was moved by Dick Scheetz and seconded by Kit Sutherland to have a booth for SWCS at the MACD annual convention.  Motion carried.  Jane will contact MACD to secure a booth space.

g. Membership – Val Oksendahl reported the membership committee will meet next week to review the plan of work.  The goal is to highlight new members in the newsletter and contact expiring members directly.

h. Awards – Dick Scheetz reported no awards have been received to date.  Please send any award nominations to Dick by December 15, 2008.  

i. Earth bracelets – Heidi Brewer reported no recent activity with the distribution of earth bracelets.

j. Scholarship – Holly Sessoms reported the committee will send out information regarding the scholarship by November 15.  The deadline to submit scholarship applications is January 15th.  Holly provided suggestions for fund raising activities for the scholarship funds.  She suggested t-shirts or mouse pads.  It was suggested to have a contest for the design to be placed on the t-shirts.  Holly will pursue the fund raising activities further and report back to the board.  The refreshment basket will continue as it is a good money making activity.

k. Regional conference – Dick Scheetz moved to provide $300 towards support of the regional technical conference.  Angel Rosario seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The financial support will provide the MT chapter a booth space and 1 free registration to the conference.

New Business:

a. Nominations of national SWCS board positions – Heidi Brewer will contact Tom Pick to see if he would be interested in running for the at-large position on the national SWCS board of directors.  

b. Farm Bill meetings – Kit Sutherland suggested hosting two statewide meetings regarding the implementation of programs under the 2008 Farm Bill.  Heidi Brewer will contact Randy Johnson, FSA State Executive Director for his support in holding the statewide meetings.  Ann Fischer will contact Dave White, NRCS state conservationist for his support of the meetings.  

Adjournment:  There being no further business, the teleconference was adjourned.  The next teleconference will be held November 18th beginning at 7:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Heidi Brewer, Acting Secretary
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